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Claims 1-5 cancelled, 

(s^ (Amended) Apparatus [according to Claim 5, characterized in that] for 
producing tobacco products with elements and subassemblies for handling t he tobacco 

prodwts, characterize by thg foUgwing feafares: 

a) arranged in the region of the elements and subassemblies for 
handling the tobacco products are collecting elements, conveying elements and/or 
suction-extraction elements for the purpose of receiving tobacco particles riQ^ caused to 
accumulate on account of the handling of the tobacco products. 

b) the tobacco particles ri 9^ can be conveyed av^av bv the conveying 
elements and/or bv suction lines, 

£} the tobacco particles f 19) can be fed bv the conveying elements 
and/or suction lines to at least one tobacco separator (4S\ which separates off, and 
collects, the tobacco particles f 19V and 

jD the tobacco particles f 19) can be removed from the tobacco 

sgparatpf (4?); 

wherein, arranged in a packaging machine (10) for [cigarettes (11)] th£ 
tobacco products, in the region of a [cigarette] magazine (13) for forming [cigarette] 
groups (15) of the tobacco products , is at least one suction-extraction element (32) for the 
purpose of extracting tobacco particles (19) by suction. 



/ 
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7. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 6, characterized in that the 
suction-extraction element (32) is arranged in a rear region of the [cigarette magazine 
(13), in particular directly above the] magazine f 13^ for holding the tobacco prodnctq 
disposed directly above a movement plane of push rods (26) for pushing [cigarette] the 
groups (15) of tobacco products out of the [cigarette] magazine (13). 

8. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 7, characterized in diat 
each of the tobacco products includes a filter at an end thereof: and 
the suction-extraction element has a suction member (33) which is 

directed towards [ends of the cigarettes (I I), in particular filter ends thereof,] the filter 
ends of the tobacco products, and the suction member (33) extends transversely over the 
entire width of the [cigarette] magazine (13) and has suction chambers (34) for receiving 
suction air with tobacco particles (19), the suction chambers (34) being open at least 
partially on the side directed towards the [cigarettes (1 1) in the cigarette] tobacco 
products in the magazine (13). 

9. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 8, characterized in that [at least 
one suction-extraction line (36, 37), preferably] two suction-extraction lines (36, 37) 
arranged at mutually opposite ends [, is/arc] ais connected to the suction member (33) 
and/or to the suction chambers (34) for the purpose of extracting air with tobacco 
particles (19) by suction. 
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^10^ (Amended) Apparatus [according to Claim S, characterized in that] £q£ 
producing tobacco products with ele ments and subassemblies for handling the tobacco 
products, characterized bv the following feanires: 

a) arranged in the region of the elements and subassemblies for 
handling the tobacco products are collecting elements, conveying elements and/or 
suction-extraction elements for the purpose of receiving tobacco particles (\9'\ caused to 
accumulate on account of the handling of the tobacco products. 

b} the tobacco particles f 19^ can be conveyed awav bv the conveying 
elements and/or bv suction lines, 

£) the tobacco particles f 19^ can be fed bv the conveying elements 
and/or suction lines to at least one tobacco separator (451. which separates off, and 

d) the tobacco particles (191 can be removed from the tobacco 

separator (4g); ^nd 

[in the region of a conveyor for cigarettes (1 1) or cigarette groups (15), in 
particular in the region of] a pocket chain ( 1 7) with pockets ( 1 6) for receiving in each 
[case one cigarette] pocket a group (15) QfthgtQbaccO prodwtS, 

wherein at least one suction-extraction subassembly (23) is positioned [, in 
particular] in the region where the [cigarette] groups (15) of tobacco products are pushed 
into the pockets (16) of the pocket chain (17). 



PATeBt docket 204.65 1 



1 1. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 10, characterized in that the 
suction-extraction subassembly (23) has a suction-extraction housing (24) which partially 
encloses [the cigarette conveyor or] the pocket chain (17) [, in particular] in the region of 
a top side and a longitudinal side [,] of the pocket chain f 171 with a suction-extraction 
line (25) adjoining the suction-extraction housing (24). 



Q2/ (Amended) Apparatus [according to Claim 5, characterized in that] for 
producing tobacco products with elements and subassemblies for handling the tobacco 
products, characterized bv the following features: 

a) arranged in the region of the elements and subajisemhiies for 
handling the tobacco products are collecting elements, conveying elements and/or 
suction-extraction elements for the purpose of receiving tobacco particles n 9^ caused to 
accumulate on account of the handling of the tobacco products. 

b) the tobacco particles CI 9'> can be conveyed awav bv the conveying 
elements having conveying belts BR. and hv .suction lines. 

£} the tobacco particles f 19^ can be fed bv the conveying elements 
and/or .suction lines to at least one tobacco separator which separates off and 
collects, the tobacco particles (19). and 

d) the tobacco particles (19) can be removed from the tobacco 

separator f45>: 

wherein tobacco particles (19) falling downward under their own weight 
are intercepted, and transported away, [by conveying elements, in particular] by the 
conveying belts (38, 39), [it being possible for] allowing the tobacco particles transported 
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by the conveying belts to be fed [preferably] to a suction-extraction subassembly for the 
purpose of the tobacco particles being transported further by means of suction air. 



1 3. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 12, characterized in that ih^ 
gonveying glemgntS ingltidg {arranged beneath cigarette conveyors, in particular beneath 
the pocket chain (17) or beneath a bottom strand (18) of the same, is] a first conveying 
belt (38) which extends in the longitudinal direction of [the pocket chain (17) or of the 
bottom strand (18), it being possible] a conveving path of the conveying elemenb; for 
tobacco particles (19) int^cepted by the fitsl conveying belt (38) to be fed to a collecting 
clement [, preferably] having an intercepting hopper (20). 

1 4. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim [5,] characterized in that 
tobacco particles falling downwards under their own weight are intercepted, and directed 
further, in the region of increased accumulation [by collecting elements, preferably] by 
the intercepting hopper (20), [a further conveying element] and with a second collecting 
bglt (39) for tobacco particles (19) [, in particular a collecting belt (39).] begin arranged 
beneath the intercepting hopper (20). 



1 sy (Amended) Apparatus [according to Claim 5, characterized in that] for 



producing tobacco products with elements and subassemblies for handling the tobacco 
products, characterized bv the following features! 

a} arranged in the region of the elements and subassemblies for 
handling the tobacco products are collecting elements, conveying elements and/or 
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suction-cxtraction elements for the mimo^ of receiving tobaccn parti Hes (19^ cauged to ' 
accumulate on account of the handling of the toba cco producte, 

hX the tobacco narticles (1 9^ can be conveyed awav hv t he conveying 
elements and/or bv suction lines. 

£} the tobacco particles (m can be fed bv t he conveying elements 
and/or suction lines to at least one tobaceo separator U ^Y which separates off and 
collects, the tobacco particles (19V and 

d} the tobacco narticles (19^ can be removed from the tobacco 

separator f45V 

ahscsin tobacco particles (19) aie transported by a [belt conveyor, in 
particular by the] collecting belt (39), [can] to be fed to a suction-extraction subassembly 
[, in particular to] hamg a suction tube (40) which is arranged in the region of a 
deflecting roller (41) of the collecting belt (39) and partially encloses the deflecting roller 
(41) such that the tobacco particles can be conveyed into a suction tube (40) by the 
collecting belt (39). 

16. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim [5,] ^ characterized in that the 
tobacco particles (19) received in the region of a packaging machine and/or of a maker 
can be fed to [a preferably central] tobacco separator (45), vyith individual suction- 
extraction lines which run v«thin the packaging machine and/or within the maker opening 
out, via a connecting member (44), in a main tube (43), which leads to the tobacco 
separator (45). 
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(Amended) Apparatus [according to Claim 5, characterized in that] for 
Prpdwgine tobacco products with elements and snha s semhlie^ fry handling the tnharr^ 
products, characterized hv the follnwi np features- 

a} arranged in the region of the elements ag ^ subassemblies fnr 
hand l ing the tobacco products are collecting elements , convftyiffp elements and/nr 
suction-extraction elements for the piig^ose nf rep^ivi n y tohacon particles M p.anspH 
accumulate on account of the handlin g of die tobacco products , 

l2) the tobacco narticles n 9Uan be conveye d awav by the conveying 
elements and/or bv suction lines, 

£} the tobacco narticles (\9) can be fed by the p />nveviny elements 
and/or suction lines to at least one tobacco separator which separates off, and 
collects, the tobacco parri^l es (19V and 

the tobacco narticles n 91 can be removed from the tobaprn 

separator (451; 

wherein, the tobacco separator (45) is positioned [, as a cabinet-like 
structure, outside the] exterior to a pactdng machine (10), at a distance fix)m the same, 
[the] with a niain tube (43) leading out of the packaging machine (10) to the tobacco 
separator (45). 
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(18^ (Amended) Apparatus (according to Claim 5, characterized in that,] far 
t?rodMCing tobacco products with elements and subassemhligs f^^ hf 1 1| dline the tohacrn 
products, characterized hv the following featiirps- 

a) arranged in the region of the elements ag ^ subassemhiiftg f^r 
handling the tobacco products are cnliecriny elemftnts . convftvinp elements anH/r>r 
SHCtion-extraction elements for the purpose nf receiving tnharcn p articles (\Q^ r.^n fjf^ \^ 
accumulate on account of the handling of the tobacco prndnrts, 

iZ) th€ tobacco particles (19) can be conveyed a wav bv the cnnvftving 
elements and/or bv suction linps 

£) the tobacco particles (19) can be fed hv fhft conveying Ht^mt^n tS 
and/or suction lines to at least one tobacco separator (4SV w hich separates: pff , 
collects, the tobacco particl es f 19V and 

^ the tobacco particles (19) can he removed fmm the-, tnharp^ 

separator (45): 

adlfiiein. within a housing (46), the tobacco separator (45) has a fan (47) 
for producing suction air, [it being possible for] allsMing the taken-in air, which is mixed 
with tobacco particles (19), to be fed to a separating element (48) for separating off the 
tobacco particles (19), and for the air freed fbom the tobacco particles (19) then to be led 
outwards by the fan (47). 
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19. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 18, characterized in that, once 
the tobacco particles (19) have been separated off in the region of the separating element 
(48), the taken-in air can be led through cleaning elements (, in particular through] having 
air filters (49). 



QOy (Amended) Apparatus [according to Claim 5, characterized in that,] fsK 
ProdtfCing tobacco products with elemente and subassemblie s for handling the tnh:,rrn 
products, characterized hv the fellnwing feflhir^ff; 

a) arranged in the region of the elements an d subassemblies fnr 
handling the tobacco products are collecring element.*;- c o nvevin? dements and/nr 
suction-extraction elements for the purpo.se of re ceiving tobacco particles f 19^ caused to 
accumulate on account of the handling of the tobacco products 

b) the tobacco particles H 9'> can he nnnveved awav hv the nnnyfiying 
elements and/or bv suction lines. 

£) the tobacco particles fl 9^ can be fed hv the cnnvevinp ftlf.mftn«c 
and/or suction lines to at least one tobacco separ ator (45\ which separates nff and 
collects, the tobacco particles ri9V and 

d) the tobacco particles f 19^ can be re moved from the tobacco 

separator f 45): 

wherein, in the region of the separating element (48), the tobacco 
separator (45) has a removal arrangement for collected tobacco particles (19), [in 
particular] which includes; 

abase: and 
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a flap (SS) which is positioned at a distance from the base. 

21. (Amended) Apparatus according to Claim 17, characterized in that [, on 
its top side,] the main tube (43) passes into the housing (46) of the tobacco separator (45), 
and in that, once [it] lh£^ has been separated off [and, if appropriate, cleaned,] the air 
emerges from the housing (46) via an outlet opening (52) [likewise provided at the top]. 



